
Rusty Blackbird is one of North America’s most rapidly 
declining species. The population has plunged an estimated 
85-99 percent over the past forty years and scientists 
are completely puzzled as to what is the cause. They are 
relatively uncommon denizens of wooded swamps, breeding 
in the boreal forest and wintering in the eastern U.S. In 
winter, they travel in small fl ocks and are identifi ed by their 
distinctive rusty featheredges and pallid yellow eyes.  

Rusty Blackbird
Euphagus carolinus

Keys to Identifi cation
Size and Shape
Rusty Blackbird is a medium-sized blackbird with a 
slender bill and medium-length tail. The bill is slightly 
decurved. They are a bit larger and longer-tailed than 
Red-winged Blackbird with a more slender bill. Rusty 
Blackbird is thinner-billed and shorter-tailed than 
Common Grackle. 

Color Pattern
In winter, male Rusty Blackbirds are recognized by 
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Measurements Both Sexes
• Length - 8.3 - 9.8 inches
• Wingspan - 14.6 inches
• Weight - 1.7 - 2.8 ounces

their rusty feather edges, pale yellow eye and buffy eyebrow. Females are gray-brown; they also have 
rusty feather edges, pale eyes and a bold eyebrow, contrasting with darker feathers right around the eye. 
Breeding males are dark glossy black.

Behavior
Rusty Blackbirds are often gather in small fl ocks in winter, sometimes mix with Common Grackles, Red-
winged Blackbirds and European Starlings. They feed on the ground by walking and fl ipping over leaves 
and debris. They tend to hold their long tail up when feeding on the ground, which can help pick them out in 
a fl ock of Red-winged Blackbirds. Flocks often perch at the tops of trees. Rusty Blackbirds frequently give 
a distinctive bubbly call, kurlulr-teEE, often ending on a high-pitched rising note. 

Habitat
Look for Rusty Blackbirds in wet areas, including fl ooded woods, swamps, marshes and the edges of 
ponds. These moist habitats are their favorite foraging areas in winter and during migration. During the 
breeding season, they favor bogs, beaver ponds and wet woods in boreal forest.

Cool Facts
• The Rusty Blackbird feeds mostly on insects and plant matter, but it sometimes attacks and eats other 

birds. It has been documented feeding on sparrows, robins, and snipe, among others. 


